Dia Guides

Introduction

Guides are horizontal and vertical lines which help with positioning objects. Guides in Dia are
similar to those in GIMP.

Adding Guides

To add a guide, click on one of the rulers and drag the mouse onto the canvas. Release the mouse
where you want to position the guide.
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Click and drag from the top ruler to add a horizontal guide (as shown above).
Or click and drag from the left ruler to add a vertical guide.

You can also add a guide using the menu option “View — Guides — New Guide...” and select the
desired orientation and position as shown below:

# 0 Add New Guide

Crientation: | Horizontal i

Position: | 1.000 ::

Close Apply OK




Moving Guides

To move an existing guide, simply click and drag it to the desired position.

Deleting Guides

To delete a guide, click and drag it back onto the ruler.
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To remove all guides, use the menu option: “View — Guides — Remove all guides’

Showing/Hiding Guides

Use the menu option “View — Guides — Show Guides” to show or hide guides.

Snapping to Guides

By default, objects will snap to guides; i.e. if you move on object close to a guide, the object will
snap to it.

You can turn off snapping to guides using the “snap to guides” button shown below:
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Or you can use the menu option: “View — Guides — Snap to Guides™.

To change the snapping distance (i.e. how close the object must be to snap to a guide), select “File
— Preferences”, go to the “User Interface” tab and edit the “Guide snapping distance” shown
below:



@ O Preferences

User Interface [84 |Reset tools after create|
Diagram Defaults Number of undo levels: 15 s

Reverse dragging selects
intersecting objects

Favorites Recent documents lisk size: 5 =

View Defaults | @

Grid Lines B Use menu

[| Keep tool boxX\n top of diagram windows
Length unit: Centimeter =
Font size unit: Point =
Guide snapping distance: 20 &
Close Apply OK

NOTE: If you have turned on both snap-to-guides and snap-to-grid, snapping to guides takes
precedence.

Guide Defaults

To change the default guide settings for new diagrams, select “File — Preferences”, go to the “View
Defaults” tab and edit the settings shown below:



@ 0O Preferences
User Interface | Newwindow:
width: 500 .
Diagram Defaults
: Height: 400 .
View Defaults
: Magnify: 100.000 -
Favorites
— Page breaks:
Grid Lines & Visible
Color: #000099 =
B solid lines
Antialias:
[] view antialiased
Guides:
B Visible
# snap to guides
Color: #00FFOO -
Close Apply | [ oK

Guide Colour

To change the guide colour for the current diagram, select “File — Properties”, go to the “Colors”
tab and change the setting shown below:

# O Diagram Properties: Diagram2.dia
crid | |Colors|
Background | #FFFFFF "
Grid Lines | #D8ESES =
Page Breaks = |
Guides - #00FF0O "
/
Close __ Apply I OK -

To change the default guide colour for new diagrams, select “File — Preferences” and go to the
“View Defaults”, then change the “Color” box under “Guides”.
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