
Problems - Nautilus File Views

Possible Solution -  A Unified Sort Menu

Pros: Cons:

Using the original sort criteria as categories for sorting options

Tile Modifications

Icon Examples:

Address problem of sort criteria information display on image tile in Tile View

Solves the 6 problems listed above in a unified and relatively 
simple way. 

Looks slightly more busy than previous version

Does not hide the default (most common) sort options from the user
Presents user with more options, but do they really need them?

Works the same way as the current setup, with added discoverable 
funcitonality.

Users may not see the "reverse order" checkbox right away

Bridges the gap between List View sorting options and those in Tile 
View.

Reload button is way at the bottom, which is a lot of mouse 
movement just to reload

Puts the special extra options for List View and Tile view at the end, 
so the user sees the familiar options in both first.

Changing the sort order in Tile View would affect the columns in 
List View. This may not be what the user wants/expects

Tiles are already cluttered with file name information. 
Now you want to add sort criteria info as well? Insanity! :)

The need for a unified sort options Menu

1. There is no easy way to sort list view unless columns are visible

2. Icon and list views should share the same sort order

3. Limited space in the Tile View menu forces fewer options

4. Sort options are a bit vague

5. Not all the information nautilus collects about files appears 
     in sort options

6. There is no way to see the sort criteria info on the icons in Tile 
     View

Bug 142495 - No way to sort list view unless column visible
Bug 45659 - icon and list views should share the same sort order

Tile
View

List View

Make        sort options the same for both Tile and List views.

Solution, in a nutshell:
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Sort By Other:

Owner

Group

Permissions

Location

Sort By Size:

Megabytes (MB)

Dimensions (length,width)

Sort By Time

Modify Date & Time

Creation Date & Time

Access Date &Time

Sort By Name:

File Name

Document Title

Sort By File Type:

Extension (.jpg, .doc, A-Z)

Media (video, photo A-Z)

Actions

Sort
Options Sort

Buttons

View
Options

Comparison:
List View Menu Tile View Menu

Drop-Down Sort 
Category Options

Sort By Name Options Sort By Time Options Sort By Size Options Sort By File Type Options Sort By Other Options

Reverse Sort Checkbox

View 
Options

These are clickable buttons 
which act the same way as 
the sorting links in the 
current implimentation - 
When clicked all they do is 
highlight the radio button 
and change the sort order of 
the file view icons.

These options are for the current view. 
They show which options are available 
for this view, and can contain items 
that vary from List view to Tile View 
(but may also contain some shared 
options as well). 

This should be the only part that differs 
between Tile View and List View 
options menus.

Each of the Sort buttons has a drop-down arrow 
button to select an alternative for the sort 
category. Choosing an alternative option changes 
the text in parenthesis () to what the user has 
chosen. This solves the problem of ambiguity 
about what the sort criteria actually means, and 
provides alternatives. This layout has the added 
advantage of showing the user what other criteria 
they can pick from without changing the most 
commonly used defaults for users who just want 
the standard options.

Eliminates the need to have two sorting options 
for each criteria. It should be immediately obvious 
if the files are sorted a-z or z-a, so the user only 
has to check the reverse sort checkbox to get their 
z-a, large to small, older to newer, etc. This has 
the added advantage of unifying the List Column 
sorting options list with the actual sort criteria, 
and should thus require far less redundant code 
and head-scratching trying to figure out what the 
reverse sort of "permissions" should be called. :)

The current implimentation of file views in Nautilus has problems 
which have been reported in the tracker. These problems range from 
consistency in UI  between tile view and List view, to hidden sort 
options that are not readily discoverable by the user. The following is 
a rough list of UI problems that need a common, uinified solution.

While it's convenient to be able to sort by clicking on the  column 
header, they are not always visible, which hides the ability to sort by 
those criteria. It is possible to do this in Tile view with the menu drop 
down, which features convenient radio button sorting options.

For consistency, when the user switches views from tile to list, the 
sort order should be preserved. But what if the user has selected 
"permissions" as the sort order in List View? There is no equivalent 
radio button for that sort criteria featured in the Tile view menu. 

At a glance, the most common options are included - however even 
this is inconsistent after the first four, because there is no way to 
change the sort order for Size and Type, even though extra options 
have taken up space for reverse order of Z-A, and likewise First 
Modified. there is no way to reverse the sort order of the other two 
options, and no space for any more options without making a list 
that's getting a bit too long already.

Most of us would probably equate file size to number of MB the file 
takes up on the file system. However, to a user "size" could also refer 
to other things, such as the pixel dimensions of the document. Large 
file size does not always equate to large dimensions, so it would be 
useful to sort on either criteria. Likewise with File "type". Type could 
either refer to the extension of the file, or the media-type of file 
(video, image, text document, etc.). Sorted A-Z, these would have 
very differrent results. For example, if the user wanted to sort by type 
(media) to see all their images first (regardless of if they are jpegs, 
pngs, etc) they would be dissapointed with sorting by extention (a-z) 
which would cluster their images into little islands throughout the sort 
results rather than display all of them first, as one might very well 
want.

Nautilus is a powerful tool for finding what you need. It's even more 
powerful with advanced search capabilities included in 3.22 and 
above. Thus, it's beneficial to make it as usuful as possible to users to 
find what they are looking for, and be able to display desired 
information that is already collected by nautilus. Unfortunately, the 
list of sortable checkboxes for List Columns is pretty short. Especially 
compared to other file browsers. It makes sense to provide as many 
sort criterias as is possible without cluttering the navigation and 
options menus.

Whereas it's quite easy to see and compare the sort criteria values in 
List View Columns, there's no good method of seeing things like file 
size on the icons in tile view. This makes it difficult to see the result of 
any sorting other than by file name. 
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List view has a layout that is perfect for seeing the values of each file in the sort criteria. Tile view needs a small change to be 
able to see these same values. By extending the base of the border and adding text, the user can still access the file names 
while seeing the sort criteria value for each individual file.


